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AN ACT in relation to honel ess persons.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

Bill of Rights for the Honel ess Act.

Section 5. Legislative intent. It is the |ongstanding
policy of this State that no person shoul d suf fer
unnecessarily fromcold or hunger, or be deprived of shelter
or the basic rights incident to shelter. At the present tine,
many persons have been rendered honeless as a result of
econom c adversity, a severe shortage of affordabl e housing,
and increased stress due to the conplexity of daily Iliving
that has created an inability on the part of those persons
to interact in society. It is the intent of this Act to
| essen the adverse affects and conditions caused by the |ack

of residence or a hone.

Section 10. Bill of Rights.

(a) No person's rights, privileges, or access to public
services nmay be denied or abridged solely because he or she
is honel ess. Such a person shall be granted the sane rights
and privileges as any other citizen of this State. These
rights include but are not limted to the foll ow ng:

(1) The right tolive in any community in this

State in which he or she can afford to |ive.

(2) The right to choose a type of living
arrangenments in accordance wth [ ocal regul ations
W thout harrassnment or interference from any ot her

citizen or fromany public or private entity.
(3) The right to enpl oynent and training

opportunities in accordance with his or her interests
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and abilities.

(4) The right to access to energency nedical health
services in any health care facility doing business in
this State.

(5 The right to manage his or her own persona
finances notw thstanding his or her living arrangenents,
unless (i) the person voluntarily signs a witten
agr eenent, swrn to and wtnessed before a notary
public, authorizing an individual or agency to manage his
or her finances or (ii) the person has been ruled or
adjudicated by a court of conpetent jurisdiction to be
i nconpetent to manage his or her financial affairs.

(6) The right to not be coerced or penalized in any
way for not taking any nedication or for not undergoing
any nedical treatnment that has not been authorized by a
qual i fied physi ci an.

(7) In the case of a group |iving arrangenent or
| ong-term care facility, the right to receive and sign
any check, voucher, or other warrant or |egal tender
issued in his or her nane before the noneys may be
expended by the person's landlord or a public or private
agency, unless the person waives the right in a witing
swrn to before a notary public. If the personis
unable to sign his or her name, the person may nmake his
or her signature wth an "X' that is wtnessed by 2
ot her persons not enployed or directly associated wth
t he | andl ord or agency, preferably a relative or
guardian of the person or soneone designated by the
per son bef or ehand.

(8 The right to vote, which my not be denied
solely because the person does not have a per manent
resi dence.

(9) The right not to be forced out of any pernanent

public or private shelter during the period from
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Decenber 1 of any year through March 1 of the follow ng
year, during any week in which the outside tenperature
is 32 degrees Fahrenheit or bel ow.

(10) The right to not be forced to live in any
shelter, institution, or other living arrangenent agai nst
his or her wll, unless the person has been adj udi cated
by a court of conpetent jurisdiction as being nentally
i nconpetent and poses a threat to hinself or herself or
soci ety.

(11) The right of visitation with famly nenbers,
friends, <clergy, and professional or public consultants
notw t hstandi ng the person's |living arrangenents, as |ong
as the visitation does not interfere with the snooth
operation of the person's place of residence.

(12) The right to receive public services or
accommodations offered to any other citizen of this State
in accordance, with established eligibility guidelines
for those services.

(b) The Departnent of Public Health shall nonitor and
enforce the rights of honeless persons set forth in
subsection (a). The Departnent may designate one or nore
| ocal health departnments or local health officers to nonitor

and enforce those rights.

Section 15. Penalty for wviolation of rights. A person
who violates any of the rights of honel ess persons set forth
in subsection (a) of Section 10 is qguilty of a Cass B
m sdeneanor, unless a different penalty is prescribed in
this Section. A person who violates paragraph (6) or (7) of
subsection (a) of Section 15 is guilty of a Cdass A

m sdeneanor.

Section 20. DCCA; housing assistance. The Departnent of

Commer ce and Community Affairs may establish priorities of
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eligibility for tenporary rental or other housing assistance
anong the various categories of persons needing assistance
in obt ai ni ng or retaining housing, including, wthout
[imtation, persons subject to imediate evi ction for
nonpaynent of rent or subject to foreclosure for nonpaynent
of nortgage installnments or property taxes, when nonpaynent
is attributable to illness, unenploynent, underenpl oynent, or
any other failure of |ack of resources beyond the person's

contr ol
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